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TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1242 
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
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AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 

UNCLAS BONN 13983 

DOT FOR ENGLE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, OECD 

SUBJECT: DATA ON SPEED LIMIT/HIGHWAY FATALITIES 

REF: STATE 204242 

1 . EMBASSY DISCUSSED REQUEST CONTAINED REFTEL WITH 
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT (FMT) OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE 
FOR TRAFFIC STATISTICS. HE SAID QUESTION OF SPEED 

LIMITS ON HIGHWAYS IS A MATTER OF GREAT CONTROVERSY 
BETWEEN FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION IN PARLIAMENT 
(BUNDESTAG) AND AT MANY OTHER LEVELS. 

2. THE FEDERAL ADMINISTRATION FOR ROAD AND 

HIGHWAY SYSTEMS (BUNDESANSTALT FUER DAS STRASSENWESEN, 
KOELN) IS CONDUCTING A STUDY PROJECT COVERING THE PERIOD 
1974-1977, UNDER WHICH SPEED LIMITS OF 100 KM AND 120 KM 
HAVE BEEN INSTITUTED ON SELECTED PORTIONS OF THE FEDERAL 
HIGHWAY SYSTEM, INCLUDING HIGH ACCIDENT AREAS. IN 
ADDITION, OTHER PORTIONS ARE MARKED WITH "RECOMMENDED 
SPEED LIMITS" OF 130 KM. THE FMT OFFICIAL SAID THAT, 
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FATALITY DROP-OFF WAS RECORDED, BUT NO AGREEMENT COULD 
BE REACHED WHETHER THIS WAS DUE TO A FIVE MONTHS SPEED 
LIMIT OF 100 KM ON FEDERAL HIGHWAYS, TO THREE SUNDAYS 
OF AN ABSOLUTE DRIVING BAN ON GERMAN ROADS, OR TO THE 
FACT THAT MANY PEOPLE CHOSE NOT TO DRIVE AT ALL WITH A 
SPEED LIMIT. 

3. BECAUSE OF THIS LACK OF AGREEMENT, THE FMT PREFERS 
NOT TO PROVIDE ANY STATISTICAL MATERIAL AT THIS TIME 
TO BE USED FOR COMPARATIVE PURPOSES WITHIN AN INTER- 
NATIONAL STUDY. MORE RELIABLE DATA WILL PROBABLY 
BECOME AVAILABLE IN 1977 AS A RESULT OF THE MAJOR 
RESEARCH PROJECT NOTED IN PARA 2 ABOVE. 
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